
In the 1960s, Mekorot National Water Company inaugurated the National Water 
Carrier, achieving the “fantastic plan” of the company’s founders - who would go on 
to lead the country: the transport of water from northern Israel to its center and arid 
south. This water resulted in the blooming of the desert, the building of villages and 
towns, and the development of the country’s economy.

In the 21st century, Mekorot’s next generation has brought another vision to reality, 
leading a real revolution in the nation’s water economy: construction of a new 
National Carrier, which will provide a response to the water shortage. Water is no 
longer being transported in only one direction from dwindling water sources, but 

desalinated water from an inexhaustible source in the west - the Mediterranean  
Sea - is being carried in every direction to where it is needed, reliably and with 
energy efficiency. 

Creative solutions with a national perspective
Global climate change, a growing population and rising standard of living have 
resulted in a global water crisis. The State of Israel, which lies at the desert’s edge, 
suffers from an especially severe water crisis, due to several continuous years 
of drought, which deteriorated natural fresh water sources. As a solution to the 
worsening crisis, Mekorot is building the New National Carrier: an immense project 
that connects the desalination plants build along the Mediterranean coast from 
Ashkelon to Hadera to the national water system. The cost of the project is NIS 3 
billion.  The New National Carrier is the result of thought, planning and preparation 
for the future. Construction of the desalination plant required changing the direction 
of the country’s traditional water supply and the routes of the main water arteries. 
This change is reflected throughout the water supply chain, and includes the building 
of infrastructures integrated with innovative technologies.

Pioneers and defenders… built villages and towns, 
and created a thriving community controlling its 
own economy and culture… bringing the blessings 
of progress to all the country’s inhabitants.

From the Declaration of Independence

The New National Carrier

Water should not be taken for granted
we make it happen!



A complex project
As part of the project, Mekorot is connecting the desalination plants at Hadera, 
Palmachim, Soreq, Ashkelon and Ashdod (which Mekorot is building) to the National 
Carrier. Mekorot is laying 100 kilometers of huge water pipelines with diameters 
of 2 to 2.5 meters, building states and covered reservoirs to ensure long-term high 
water quality, and establishing the largest operational pools of their kind. Mekorot 
is using the water system it built for the Hadera desalination plant, which produces 
127 million cubic meters of desalinated water a year, as the model for connecting the 
desalination plants to the New National Carrier. The connecting facility is part of 
a complete system spread out over a 100-dunam area that includes a 15.6-kilometer 
pipeline, a 90,000-cubic meter operational reservoir covered with a floating sheet, a 
pumping station with six pumps, and a water treatment plant. 
The project includes connecting the New National Carrier with the Fifth Line to 
Jerusalem, which is now under construction in order to meet the anticipated increase 
in water consumption in Jerusalem and its environs over the coming decades. This 
system, which includes large stations to raise the water toward Jerusalem and large 
storage pools, will reduce the pumping of water from wells in the mountains by 
maximizing use of desalinated water.

Supervision and control
The New National Carrier will be supervised and managed from Mekorot’s 
sophisticated control rooms in the Central and Jordan Districts. These centers use 
state-of-the-art technologies to provide real-time response to changing water 
consumption needs by households, industry, and agriculture – combining demand on 
one side with production capacity from the seawater desalination plants on the other.

Concern for the environment
Building the project’s infrastructure requires dealing with complex engineering and 
technology challenges in crowded areas thick with infrastructures. For example, it 
was necessary to overcome high groundwater levels, and to cross roads, expressways, 
railways, and four rivers. The work was carried out while taking into account 
maximum consideration of the flora and fauna. Landscape restoration was carried out 
at the end of the work.

A national project
The revolution in the water economy that Mekorot is leading is a national project 
of the first order, which is being undertaken with a forward-looking nationwide 
perspective for both current and future generations. The project will enable 
the optimal integrated management of water sources while reducing energy 
consumption.  When the project is completed, most of Israel’s drinking water – 
approximately 600 million cubic meters of water a year supplied to the majority of the 
population – will be desalinated water from the new desalination plants in the west. 

In the spirit of the Declaration of Independence, for 75 years Mekorot has contributed 
to the development of the country, enabling the building of thriving cities and 
communities, households, and tourist centers, as well as agricultural fields. Mekorot 
turns dreams into reality out of a commitment to reliably supply water to the nation, 
achieve sustainable development, and meet future needs.
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Water should not be taken for granted
we make it happen!


